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oOWEO?* list of Selected Histories! Record* of OBI and. predecessor 
BID/OHS, 1953-56 

1, As of August 1955, lAsai the W/l> accords Managerar-t Staff 
last aede * cosprehemiive survey of the current and noa-etrrent 
rewords of cl&'s office for the ms prog ran (8XD/0RR, es it was 
tlten ealladj OBI, as it is now called), the records of this activity 
totalled some h9 different and separately organised files (or "series,* 
a* they are called by fee records e w magsiHa wt people)# 

f » Most of these SIS file* antedate 1953, when the Hi stoical 
Staff’s current interest begins. (Many, In fact, go bade to the 
beginnings of the *$S progra* in OHS, about 19b7-5 0. ) Of this told. , 
•os s 25 series have been selected by we as those nest likely to con- 
tain useful historical evidence for the 1953-56 history — useful from 
one or more of several points of view, e.g.c useful because of the 
types of basic docunents it contains} useful because of the cowpre- 
hensive nature of a given file} useful because of tbs particular 
way in which a given file is organised and/or indexed} or useful 
be cause it illustrates how, in practice, the SIS program was actually 
carried out as an extensive inter-agency enterprise, 

3# the listing below is based entirely on the SH Staff's curtsy, 
that is, on its * Records Control Schedule* far OBI, dated August 1955, 
Secret (on file is the Rff Staff), which I sxaadmd today. la other 
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wards, it is set based on oar first-hand inspection of the files 
tiiwnl-nii (That next step can be done* when and as necessary, 
after we get proper clearance with OBI sad after we hare selected 
rare precisely those aspects of OBI’a history that we will be 
actively concerned with.) Sor does the listing indicate which 
records ray ra mw (alroet two years later) have been destroyed, 
ar re-filed, or transferred to eras other office, or retired to 
tee sit tecorda Center* The listing nevertheless does provide, it 
ie hoped, m terodiate, pralteteary bibliographical introduction to 
the hittery of OBI between 1953 end 1956# Occasional parenthetical 
ee— ate have been added, below, in order to cell attention Infernally 
te tee special historical value of this or teat file, and to suggest 
rase of tee practicable short-cuts that sight be followed ie using 
tele or teat file for htetarical-investigatioa purpose** 

It, gate series entry below Indicates, in general* 

1# Sew a file is eoraonly known (that is, its title) j 
this te useful especially (a) for borrowing specific 
files firm OBI, rad (b) for citing tern later in our 

igiiafttiii 

wmmw W'-V jp 

S« i&eteer tee file covers all er only a part of tee period 

1953 - 56 # 

3# Sew bullqr (or wall) the file te# 

k* What kinds of typical docmsnte it contains, and teat 
general subjects or intelligence procedures it deals 
with) 

5# lew tea file te organised, and whether it te indexed 
(that te, teat short-cuts can be profitably pursued in 
eur research)) 

6. Wh e ther the me Is te danger of being destroyed as a 
•temporary* or "aon-rocordr file, before we have had 
a chance to we it* 
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5, A* e caution to Soever will be using this listing as * 


bibliographical introduction to OBI** history, there are certain 
other wajor parallel groups of records (outside 08*} which bear 
significantly on the history of the MB progr&K during Use period 
1953-56, These other noa-OBl record groups ere separately listed. 


selectively, in five other Historical Staff raenorasda, as follows * 


1* list of Selected Historical accords of OHS 
1^3-56 (sBfco of April 25, 195?, SseretTT 






t, list of ielscted Historical Bscerds of 3>/I. 1953-56 
(mo of U April 195?, Oeeret)} 


5* list of Selected Historical Secorda of O/SCI. 1953-56 
(mo of 12 April 195?, Secret)} 


i*, list of Selected Historical Records of the 

OHS, 1953-56 (mo of 2 Hay 





respect to those Hies relating to 
h*i* nape, US tissetiesr natters, and the SIS chapter 
e® topographic, geographic, and mapping natters. 


secret). 


5* *4st of Selected Historical Records in the 
Ares. ,0a&. 1953-56 (mo of 29 April 195?, 

because of the "echeloning" of CIA* a adaLnietrabivs organisation and 

(in turn) the layered echeloning of its record-keeping, these other 



bifher and parallel echelons of records (outlined above) nay, in 
eene cases, contain highly significant historical evidence that in 


not necessarily to be found in 0®I* a own records, described below, 
& soy case, sene of these other records nay be better organised, 
far our purposes. 
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